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HAPPY HOME
A+ MAKEOVER

) the challenge

The space begged for 2\ )7)
clever solutions to 7
minimize the impact WC' ;'““z g

of the fluorescent
lighting's harsh glare.

Since the
lounge hadn’t
been upgraded in
4 decades, its few
| pieces of furniture
were well-worn
and dated.

| With limited ability to

8| doconstructionina i
| school, getting creative | =

| with the floor plan and

| arrangement was key.

WHERE IT ALL BEGAN
These home-transforming powerhouses go
way back. Mike and Ellie Mroz have lived in
Westfield, NJ, since both were 3; they met
at a 13th-birthday party and began dating as
Westfield High School (WHS) freshmen. Aftgr
college, Ellie returned to WHS to teach Spanish,
then left to undergo treatment for cancer and
later launched Ellie Mroz Design alongside
Mike’s Michael Robert Construction. When
WHS health teacher Susan Kolesar asked the
Csﬁuple if they knew anyone with gently used
furniture to brighten up the faculty lounge, The Dream Tea: F,;ﬁ?e,eﬁy
they offered to donate a full remodel and Susan Kl ik, lle,
redesign in appreciation of the community
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ck yearbook pages

decorate
used to .
V\klweer(ta)ulletin board, ;:_)rovndmg
: nigue and nostalglcsz
gonversation starters.

Throwba

The addition of a TV made
the space more social,
encouraging teachers to
gather, unwind, and connect
over shared moments.
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®® It was such a cool experience
to work on the project with teachers

I actually had in high school. @@

—ELLIE MROZ

—— Callie Campbell,
an alum and a former
WHS math teacher,
donated a piece
of her artwork, which

~ brought color and
~ _motion to the space.

FINISHING TOUCHES

In designing the space, Mike and Ellie focused on
engaging all the senses. They paired beautiful fabrics
and accessories with a fresh overhead light fixture
for a calming vibe. A new TV offered entertainment,

A réund table and chairs

and EMD’s signature diffusers and room sprays gave e
3 1 where teachers can get
the space a clean, luxurious scent. Soft pl.lloWS, cozy e
textures, and easy-to-care-for rugs made it feel like even take a personal call.
b
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ARTWORK ON WALL BY CALLIE CAMPBELL/@CALLIE.CAMPBELL

home. The teachers gave their improved lounge an A+!
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